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There is not enough darkness in the entire world, to 

put out your light of one small candle! This easter 

candle represents Jesus Christ, the light of the 

world, and that light dispels darkness.  It dispels 

physical darkness and spiritual darkenss. We see 

this principle at work in our gospel today as Jesus 

gave the blind man these two priceless gifts? First, 

Jesus gave him the joy of physical sight.  For the first 

time in his life he could see with his eyes. All of the 

things that he had known just by words, sound, and 



touch suddenly came alive. Color flooded his mind 

and filled him with wonder; the visual symphony of 

the sky and the landscape; the subtle beauty of 

expressions on people's faces emphasizing the 

meanings of their words; the look of love and 

tenderness from his mother, which he had never 

seen... Jesus had opened up to this man a new, 

glorious, awe-inspiring world of human experience. 

Joy, amazement, and gratitude filled the man's 

mind and heart. He experienced an undreamed-of 

intensity of life. But Jesus also gave him the gift of 

spiritual sight - the gift of faith. He now recognized 

Jesus and saw God in him! Jesus enabled him to 



encounter his Creator knowingly, face to face.  And 

the man was overwhelmed with a sense of 

gratitude and awe - so much so that he fell down at 

Christ's feet and worshipped him, right there in the 

middle of the crowded Temple. Which gift did the 

man value more?  His actions give us the answer. 

With this new found spiritual gift, this “light of 

Christ” in him, the man stood up to the powerful 

Pharisees of the times, defending Christ, even at the 

risk of being expelled from the synagogue and 

becoming a social outcast.  This man did not let the 

gifts of God blind him to the goodness of God. We, 

too, have received two priceless gifts from God: our 



natural lives, with all that that entails, and our 

spiritual life, our knowledge of, faith in, and 

relationship with Christ.  At our baptism, we 

received a candle with the words, “Receive the light 

of Christ.” That candle was lit from the Easter 

candle to represent that the light of Christ had been 

transmitted to us through baptism. Every Easter 

Vigil, in Catholic churches around the world,  we 

bless and light that Easter candle, and the people 

come in to those churches, we come into this 

church, all carrying a candle lit from that Easter 

Candle to remind us of our baptism and also to 

show this powerful imagery of how the light of 



Christ has spread throughout the world. Through 

each of us!  And which of the two gifts that we have 

received do we value more? Our actions as a society 

should give us the answer.  Our culture today  as 

father Mitch told us about at our Lenten retreat, 

seems to be enjoying sin more that repenting for it.  

Sexual darkness is now within a few clicks on the 

internet; no one wants to be criticized for their 

work to keep abortion legal or their feelings about 

who can marry.  No one wants to be judged for 

their position on gender, their position on faith or 

for their use of drugs – even though the drugs are 

illegal – as in NOT legal. There are a lot of people in 



the world today who are mocking God. They are 

impatient for him to solve the world's problems 

with a snap of his divine fingers. People today are 

using the widespread injustice in the world to try 

and prove the non-existence of God. If he did exist, 

they argue, he would not permit so much injustice.  

What they are missing is that image of every person 

hoding a candle and the recognition that we, They, 

are the ambassadors of the light -  God works 

through people and those people are have blown 

out their candle, they have turned off their light! If 

we aren’t being Christ like, if we aren’t being the 

lights we were and are called to be in the world 



should God just snap his fingers and eliminate all of 

us?  If I was God, I would be sooo frustrated.  What 

darkness are my people dispelling – what risks are 

they taking in these times that would make them 

social outcasts? How long do I have to wait for 

everyone to get it, why isn’t anyone listening?  But I 

am not God.  He sees it differently!  He offers 

humanity, each one of us salvation. He redeems us 

by continually inviting us to cooperate with him in 

saving the world.  That’s why he forgives us time 

and time again – Its as if he saying I know its hard, I 

know sometimes you get tired, sometimes you 

tremble and you fall down, but come to me, take a 



moment and rest in me, take a breath and  lets get 

back up, we have work to do!  God is always at work 

in the world, but he acts most often through normal 

people and normal events, never violating our 

freedom. No supernatural fireworks, just some mud 

and some spit to help us open our physical and our 

spiritual eyes!   We’re so used to living in spiritual 

darkness as a consequence of original sin and the 

bad that surrounds us that we grow accustomed to 

living in the dark. A worldly outlook on the world 

may seem the logical result of bad experiences, but 

it is truly a dismal one. God wants to reach out to us 

from inside the humble parameters of our human 



nature to remind us that WE, you and I, are the light 

of the world!  And so he is giving us some spiritual 

motivation in this 4th week of lent, a time of 

penance and sorrow for our sins, reminding us that 

there is a light at the end of the tunnel and to 

remember we are really preparing to celebrate the 

light of the Resurrection.  The light that gives you 

the power to see with faith!!  The light that gives 

you the power to defend Christ in this world, the 

light that gives you the powered to stand up to the 

pharisees of today. Lent is a time to let the light of 

Christ back into those dark corners and rooms of 

our life where we’ve tried to keep him out.  To 



allow his amazing grace to fill our soul, to proclaim 

Lord I was blind and now I see!!  That  you Jesus, are 

the light of the world and you passed that light to 

me at my baptism – and there is not enough 

darkness in the entire world, to put out my light! 
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